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2.

BACKGROUND

Authored by former Assemblyman Rich Gordon and actively supported by the founders of BuildOUT California, Assembly Bill (AB) 1678 was 
signed into law by then-California Governor Jerry Brown in September of 2014.  This landmark legislation, the first of its kind in the U.S., requires 
California energy, water, transportation and and telecommunications firms to annually report their total procurement with certified LGBT businesses 
to the state legislature.  

LOOKING FORWARD

In 2020, the staff of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), representatives from the Joint Utilities, BuildOUT California, the National 
LGBT Chamber of Commerce and the eight LGBTQ Chambers of Commerce based in California began an extensive public stakeholder process to 
establish an aspirational goal for the utility companies to use in contracting with LGBT Business Enterprises (LGBTBEs). That process culminated in 
April 2022, when the five-member Commission voted unanimously to establish an aspirational goal of 1.5% to be achieved by 2024 (.5% in 2022, 
1.0% in 2023 and 1.5% in 2024).  In order to be ‘counted’ in the spending reports by utilities, an LGBTBE must be certified through the CPUC’s 
Supplier Clearinghouse program.

CPUC SUPPLIER DIVERSITY SPEND 
2015-2021

THE 2021 LGBTBE UTILIZATION REPORTS

What follows in the pages of this document are the spend (or utilization) reports by the 27 utilities who fall under the CPUC’s General Order (GO) 
156 Program that were submitted to the CPUC on/before March 1, 2022, for the calendar year 2021.

A reminder that 2021 was a period in which there was no aspirational goal for LGBTBE participation.

2021 LGBT UTILIZATION STATISTICS AT A GLANCE

GENERAL OVERVIEW:

•	 The overall ‘spend’ with LGBT businesses in 2021 increased by $14 Million over 2020

•	 11 out of the 27 reporting utilities (or 40.74%) grew their spend with LGBT businesses over 2020

•	 8 out of the 27 reporting utilities (or 29.63%) saw a decline in their spend with LGBT businesses from 2020

•	 The combined ‘spend’ in 2021 by T-Mobile, Southern California Edison, and Pacific Gas and Electric accounts for 58% (approximately 

	 $33M) of the total dollars spent with certified LGBT businesses in 2021

THE FOLLOWING REPORTING UTILITIES EXPERIENCED THE BIGGEST GAINS IN SPEND WITH LGBT CERTIFIED BUSINESSES IN 2021 
OVER 2020:

•	 Southern California Edison (at $10,714,628) increased their annual spend with LGBT certified firms by approximately $7 Million

•	 Pacific Gas and Electric (at $10,206,387) increased their annual spend with LGBT certified firms by approximately $4 Million over 2020

•	 California American water (at $4,258,134) increased their annual spend with LGBT certified firms by approximately $3 Million

•	 Suburban Water Systems (at $5,297,383) increased their annual spend with LGBT certified firms by approximately $3 Million

THE FOLLOWING REPORTING UTILITIES EXPERIENCED THE BIGGEST DECLINE IN SPEND WITH LGBT BUSINESSES OVER 2020:

•	 While maintaining their status as the utility with the largest spend with LGBT certified businesses (at $12,985,011) T-Mobile 

	 spent approximately $4 Million less in 2021 with LGBT businesses than in 2020

•	 San Diego Gas & Electric (at $9,328,051) spent approximately $1 Million less in 2021 with LGBT businesses than in 2020

•	 Southern California Gas (at $510,275) spent approximately $300,000 less in 2021 with LGBT businesses than in 2020

•	 Golden State Water (at $0) spent approximately $300,000 less in 2021 with LGBT businesses than in 2020
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TOTAL ANNUAL UTILITIES PROCUREMENT
THROUGH VENDORS CERTIFIED AS LGBT, MBE,
WBE AND DVBE AS ANNUAL SPEND AND 
AS PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL SPEND 2015-2021
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TOTAL ANNUAL UTILITIES PROCUREMENT
THROUGH VENDORS CERTIFIED AS LGBT, MBE,
WBE AND DVBE BY DIVERSE CATEGORY
2015-2021
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UTILITY BY UTILITY 
TOTAL LGBT SPEND 2021

9.

T-MOBILE	  $12,985,011.00 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON	  $10,714,628.00 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC	  $10,206,387.00 

SAN DIEGO GAS AND ELECTRIC	  $9,328,051.00 

SUBURBAN WATER SYSTEMS	  $5,297,383.00 

CALIFORNIA AMERICAN WATER	  $4,258,134.00 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY WATER CO	  $1,507,831.00 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS	  $510,275.00 

AT&T MOBILITY	  $177,319.00 

AT&T CALIFORNIA (WEST)	  $109,244.00 

U.S. TELEPACIFIC CORP	  $61,278.00 

AT&T COMMUNICATIONS (CORP)	  $32,592.00 

CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS	  $8,675.00 

CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE	  $7,450.00 

AT&T LONG DISTANCE	  $3,501.00 

SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION	  $1,136.00 

PACIFICORP (PACIFIC POWER)	  $26.00 

TRANS BAY CABLE	  $-   

COMCAST	  $-   

WILD GOOSE STORAGE	  $-   

SAN JOSE WATER CO	  $-   

PARK WATER/APPLE VALLEY WATER (LIBERTY UTILITIES)	  $-   

HORIZON WEST TRANSMISSION	  $-   

FRONTIER COMMUNICATIONS	  $-   

LIBERTY UTILITIES (CALPECO/CAL PACIFIC ELECTRIC)	  $-   

GOLDEN STATE WATER CO	  $-   

CENTURYLINK	  $-   

GRAND TOTAL	  $55,208,920.00 

UTILITY NAME TOTAL LGBT SPEND 2021


